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The US State Department has returned to issuing visas after a major computer system failure halted work at consulates around the world and injured hundreds of thousands of passengers. The failure of unidentified equipment involved in biometric processing brought the entire consular system to a standstile halted the
consolidated database system. The system is responsible for processing and issuing an estimated 50,000 U.S. visas per day. On 26 May, this had an impact on the situation in The New 2016 European applications submitted after then. The database has been rebuilt and is currently being tested, State Department
spokesman John Kirby said at a news conference Tuesday. About two-thirds of visa issuing facilities have returned online and issued visas, although only 45,000 were distributed on Monday. Of these, 15 000 were issued in Beijing, the world's busiest US consulate. Significant additional numbers will be provided as
congestion clears, he said. Many posts are now postponing interviews, in many cases as early as 24 May. The State Department has not given details of what exactly went wrong and why it took so long to repair, in addition to saying the database had to be rebuilt. It has determined that the fault was hardware-related and
was not caused by a cyberattack. The same database failed for the same reasons last year, throwing summer travel plans into chaos for about 200,000 people. In this case, the problem was caused by a software patch that caused a bug problem between Oracle and Microsoft. Kirby warned that the system was still
being tested and as such could be taken offline. So far, you're doing great, he said. Throughout the break, which also affected the issuance of U.S. passports to foreign agents, the United States has handled a small number of visa cases. It has issued some 1 250 visas to Mexican temporary or seasonal workers whose
biometric data were already in the system and has issued around 3 000 visas for urgent or humanitarian purposes. Note: When you buy something after clicking on the links in our articles, we may earn a small reward. Learn more about our affiliate link policy. Photo: ShutterstockBack to BasicsPalauta for basics We all
have that one seemingly easy task that we've never quite figured out. This week, no problem is too trivial, no doubt too stupid. Just because it's simple doesn't mean it's not hacking. There are a lot of moving parts to international travel: from getting a passport and booking travel plans to budgeting for a trip and learning
the basics of language and local customs. An additional component that you may need to find out if you need a visa or not. Fortunately, the United States has visa-free travel to 184 countries around the world. However, there are many countries, such as Cuba, China and Ghana, that require US citizens to obtain visas
before Departure. What's a visa? A visa is a permit or approval from another country that allows you to travel across international borders their land. It could be a real sheet of paper big enough to fit in your passport, or a stamp with a marking and exit date. It allows international customs and immigration authorities to
know that you went through the appropriate parameters to travel to their country, which can include passing a background check, health check or in-depth interview. There are also many kinds of visas, such as tourist, transit, work, student and residency visas. The type of visa you are applying for would depend on the
nature of your trip. Do you go to school there? Do you work there? Do you live there after tourist time? As useful as a US passport is to see most of the world, it doesn't give you easy access... Read more List of countries where U.S. citizens are required to have visas here. The application from countries in need of a visa
includes a consulate: an office where you can go to provide everything necessary to obtain a visa. Once you've booked an appointment, they'll ask for all the necessary documents and, in some cases, an interview to find out the nature of your travels. Requirements for visa applications may include: Travel trip (booked
accommodation, booked return flights)Additional images the size of a passport Immunisation data Ensuring income resistance At least 6-12 months before the passport expires The number of blank pages in the passport is marked as visas Some countries now offer an e-visa. With an e-visa, you can apply, pay and check
the status of your application directly online. Once approved, you can print a confirmation of the approval and receipt that you can take with you on the trip. India has a model of what the e-visa process looks like. Other countries have so-called arrival visas. These visas are purchased when you land and are placed on
your visa before entering the immigration window. With a country like Egypt, you can bring in $25 to buy your visa through a window before immigration. Once you have paid the fee, they will pin their visa stickers to one of your passport pages marked visa. If you forget to buy an arrival visa before you leave for any
country, they will direct you to the visa window. If you are a U.S. citizen with a valid passport, you can travel freely to more places Read moreExpirationEvery country has a certain length of stay for foreigners. As a tourist, your visa tells you the expiration or date you should leave. Some visas may be valid for a long time,
but your stay may end in a shorter period of time. For example, a country can grant you a tourist visa, which is good for 5 years, but that doesn't mean you can stay for 5 years. Most countries allow you to stay for 30-180 days, but you have to leave before these days are over; if your visa is good for several years, it
means you can go back without having to apply for a new visa. If you do not leave after your visa or, if you arrive, fines, deportations or prisons. The computer problem that has brought down the State Department's key system for issuing visas and passports at U.S. embassies around the world will not be fixed until next
week. Applications submitted after 26 May 2019 have been affected by the disruption that hit the consular consolidated database, and although the government has not provided an estimate of the number of people affected, the system's week-long outage last year affected 200,000 applications. An unidentified hardware
failure prevents the State Department from processing and sending security-related biometric data at embassies and consulates. Since this information is mandatory for processing applications, the whole system has been stopped by the fault. More than 100 engineers from the government and the private sector are
working around the clock to resolve the problem, said State Department spokesman John Kirby at a news conference Wednesday. For all the hard work, we don't expect the system to be online until next week, he said. The failure comes as the popular summer travel season begins in the United States and when
students planning to study in the country starting in the fall begin to prepare for travel. We apologize for this inconvenience to passengers, we acknowledge that this causes difficulties for those waiting for visas, and in some cases for their family members or employers in the United States, Said Kirby. But he added that
since this is related to the security of the country, it cannot be bypassed. The State Department repeated an earlier claim that the disruption is not related to a cybersecurity issue and that it is a different problem than it suffered in July 2014.It advises travelers to continue reviewing updates on travel.state.gov website.
Note: When you buy something after clicking on the links in our articles, we may earn a small reward. Learn more about our affiliate link policy. The US State Department has returned to issuing visas after a computer system failure abruptly stopped work at consulates around the world and affected hundreds of
thousands of passengers. The failure of unidentified equipment involved in biometric processing brought the entire consular system to a standstile halted the consolidated database system. The system is responsible for processing and issuing an estimated 50,000 U.S. visas per day. On 26 May, this had an impact on the
situation in The New 2016 European applications submitted after then. The database has been rebuilt and is currently being tested, State Department spokesman John Kirby said at a news conference Tuesday. About two-thirds of visa issuing facilities have returned online and issued visas, although only 45,000 were
distributed on Monday. Of these, 15 000 were issued in Beijing, the world's busiest US consulate. Significant additional numbers will be provided as congestion clears, he said. Many posts are now postponing interviews, in many cases as early as 24 May. The State Department is not what went wrong and why it. without
saying that the database had to be rebuilt. According to the department, the fault was hardware-related and was not caused by a cyberattack. The same database failed for the same reasons last year, throwing summer travel plans into chaos for about 200,000 people. At that time, the problem was caused by a software
patch that caused a bug problem between Oracle and Microsoft. Kirby warned that the system was still being tested and as such could be taken offline. So far, you're doing great, he said. Throughout the break, which also affected the issuance of U.S. passports to foreign agents, the United States has handled a small
number of visa cases. It has issued some 1 250 visas to Mexican temporary or seasonal workers whose biometric data were already in the system and has issued around 3 000 visas for urgent or humanitarian purposes. Martyn Williams covers mobile communications, Silicon Valley and general technology news for IDG
News Service. Follow Martyn on Twitter @martyn_williams. Martyn's email address martyn_williams@idg.com copyright 2015 IDG Communications, Inc. © copyright, October 10, 2015.
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